
If you are planning to join our congregation on April 26th , we 
have set up a New Member Conference just for you to tell you 
more about our church, to go through essentials of our faith, and 

prepare you for membership.  This will be a fun and enjoyable time with different 
presenters and of course refreshments!  We will meet from 9:00 am to Noon on 
Saturday, April 18th in Trinity Center Parlor.  Please RSVP with our office (724-
926-8561) to let us know if you are able to attend or if other arrangements need to 
be made.  

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST : 

 April 2nd ~       
Maundy Thursday 

 April 3rd ~             
Good Friday 

 April 3rd ~                  
24 Hour Prayer Vigil 

 April 5th ~                        
EASTER SUNDAY 

 April 5th ~                    
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 April 6th ~                 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 April 18th ~                 
New Member Conf. 

 April 23rd ~               
Silver Souls Luncheon 
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MCPRESBY NEWS 

MCDONALD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

   ECO REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

RESURRECTION SUNDAY ~ APRIL 5TH 

As a congregation we will be doing many things to celebrate the    res-
urrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, including a community     Good 
Friday Service, and a 24 Hour Prayer Vigil.  Details for all of these 
events are found on page 3 of the newsletter.  The culmination of all of 

these observances is the high point of the church year, Easter Sunday.  Our worship 
will begin at 10:45 a.m. and will include many special features and many exciting 
ways of celebrating the fact that we serve a risen Savior. 

NEW MEMBER CONFERENCE 

Mark your calendars now.  Our ECO Presbytery will be hosting 
an overnight conference and meeting on October 16th and 

17th, 2015 at Tower Presbyterian Church in Grove City PA.   We hope to send 20 
members of our congregation to this time of worship, equipping, and vision casting 
for our ECO congregations.  With national speakers and an excellent band to lead us 
in a concert of worship we will be energized for the work that God is calling us to do 
in the days ahead.  The cost will be minimal and the impact will be substantial.  Regis-
tration will begin at 5:30pm Friday and the event will conclude at 3:00pm Saturday. 
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Jesus answered, "How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is with them? 
The time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; then they will fast.   

Matthew 9:15 

Fasting is a greatly underutilized spiritual resource both in contemporary Christian culture and in our own church 
family.  Recently our Session, and by invitation some members of our congregation, participated in a day of fast-
ing.  Several of our Session members challenged us to embrace this spiritual discipline as a way to focus ourselves 
on the things that God wants us to be focused on.   

I love the practice of fasting because for me it is a special time set aside to trust in God in a more tangible way.  
The challenge is always to be able to fast while carrying out our regular daily activities without becoming that irri-
table person that no one wants to be around.  There are almost endless ways to fast from giving up television to 
subscribing to some kind of altered diet that is a significant sacrifice.  The most conventional fast is one in which a 
person only drinks water for the designated period of fasting.  I personally tend to fast this way and do recom-
mend it.  Contrary to what our culture may have taught us, we do not "need" to eat every day.  It turns out the 
phrase "You have to eat" is not entirely true.  The first few times I attempted to fast I was in college and was par-
ticipating in World Vision's 30 Hour Famine.  That was actually a significant learning experience because at the 
time  I was taking medication that required me to take it with food or milk.  In my zeal (or foolishness if you pre-
fer) I decided to do a water fast anyway while continuing on the medication.  I woke up in the night with shakes 
and chills and my roommate grabbed me half of an old bagel and all was soon back to normal.  Not one who is 
easily discouraged, I soon attempted to fast again but with this change: I would take a small cup of milk with my 
medication morning and night.  This satisfied the needs of my medication and allowed me to fast in a significant 
way.  I was also able to thank God very specifically for that little bit of nourishment in my times of fasting.  For 
many years I would fast up to 50 hours in this way and saw many spiritual benefits from the practice. 

In the Scripture above, Jesus is responding to those who are asking why his disciples do not fast as the disciples of 
John the Baptist. Jesus gives a succinct response that in no uncertain way communicates that his disciples will en-
gage in fasting after his death and resurrection.  In short, that is us.  We are his disciples, and we are living after 
his death and resurrection but before his return.  Therefore, we should fast.  As we fast we are tangibly living out 
Matthew 4:4: “Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”  I often 
recite this verse as I am fasting and remind myself that my body is strong and that God will supernaturally provide 
me the strength that I need to accomplish the challenge that lies ahead.  I frequently find that it is more difficult to 
overcome the external cultural pressure to eat than it is to manage the cravings of my own body.  In the last sev-
eral years I have not fasted as much as I would have liked to.  I am looking forward to our church fasting days to 
help me reinvigorate this important and beneficial practice. 

As we prayed and fasted we focused on what God would have us do for the lost.  Who should we build relation-
ships with so that they might come to know the love of Jesus.  As we grow as a church and individuals, a part of 
that growth will be understanding that there are people all around us who need to know Him in a full and per-
sonal way.  We will also feel the spiritual burden of those around us.  The challenge from Session is this: become 
a church that re-learns what it means to fast and to reach the lost.  Pray about joining us this month as we seek to 
grow in the disciplines of grace that God has given to us.       

Many Blessings in Christ, 

Pastor Justin 

PASTOR ’S PAGE –REV. JUSTIN AMSLER 

 
Fasting for the Lost 
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

Holy Week is an important week in the life of the church and accordingly 

we have a number of worship services and events that will be taking place. 

 

 

Morning Prayer 

New this year Pastor Justin will be leading a time of Prayer at 9:00am in Trinity Center Sanctuary on Monday, Tuesday, and 

Wednesday (March 30th-April 1st) to prepare our hearts to celebrate the death and resurrection of our Lord.  We will begin and 

end with the singing of an Easter Hymn and will meditate and pray together on the profound nature of what Christ has done.  All 

are welcome and praying out loud is not required! 

Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service 

On Thursday, April 2nd at 7:30pm, we will be holding a special service of worship with communion in remembrance of the Last 

Supper and of Christ’s death on the cross.  It will be a powerful service of Scripture reading that corresponds to the extinguish-

ing of candles throughout the service.  By the end of the service the sanctuary will be dark, symbolizing the betrayal and death of 

Jesus Christ. 

Community Good Friday Service 

On Friday, April 3rd at 12:00 Noon, Irons Memorial Presbyterian Church will be holding a service of Worship. 

Community Good Friday Service 

On Friday, April 3rd at 7:30pm, First Baptist Church of McDonald will be hosting the final service of this year's lenten series.  

Rev. David Hamer will be bringing the message, and we hope that many of our members will once again come out for this ser-

vice to experience the night of the crucifixion of our Lord. 

24 Hour Prayer Vigil 

From Friday, April 3rd at 7:00 p.m. until Saturday, April 4th at 7:00 p.m. we will be holding a 24 hour Easter Prayer Vigil in 

Trinity Sanctuary.  The Vigil begins with the Good Friday Service at the First Baptist Church.  Volunteers will sign up for differ-

ent one hour slots and will take shifts praying throughout the day and night for 24 hours.   The sign up sheet is located in Cal-

vary’s parlor.  This prayer can be carried out by one, two or a whole group of individuals at any particular time.  Sunday School 

classes are encouraged to sign up for a particular hour in which they can all come to pray together.  When you arrive, there will 

be a prayer guide which will make it easy to continue praying and reading scripture for the hour that you are present.  A prayer 

vigil is a great way to be united as a church family and to open ourselves to the moving of God’s Spirit. 

Easter Sunday 

On Sunday, April 5th our congregation will celebrate with great joy the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We will hold one 

service of worship at 10:45am in Calvary Center Sanctuary.  This is the climax of our Holy Week and is sure to be a great day in 

the life of the church.  Also, please note there will be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday. 

Set aside some time this Easter to Worship our Living God, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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MCDONALD SEWAGE CONNECTION PROJECT UPDATE 
This spring we anticipate some substantial projects to take place on our campus including major repairs to Trinity 
Center's roof and the completion of our required connection to the new sanitary sewer in McDonald.  While we have 
the finances in hand for the roof work and for a portion of the sewer work, we have secured a loan from First Com-
monwealth Bank in the amount of $25,000.  This loan will assist us in the immediate need for what may be nearly 
$40,000 worth of work that is needed to connect some very out-of-code sewer lines and to do the concrete repair 
work associated with those projects.  Both general fund monies and resources donated to the Trustee Maintenance 
Fund will be utilized to accomplish this project and to pay off this loan.  As with all of our finances, we put our trust 
in the Lord Jesus Christ to provide for all of our needs and to bless our members with the resources to support this 
project.  Our congregation is currently debt-free, and this will be the first loan that we have secured as a merged 
church family.  Your continued support is a blessing and is greatly appreciated.  

Vision for Everest VBS 

Imagine… 

…a child hearing about God’s mighty power and love for the first time. 

…kids worshiping in powerful ways. 

…children praying for each other in the challenges they face. 

…adults and teens modeling Jesus’ love to children. 

…the kids in our church showing God’s love to children in Thailand. 

…children serving each other. 

            

This summer at Everest VBS, kids will go on an exciting, icy expedition to the slopes of Mount 

Everest where they’ll discover they can conquer challenges with God’s mighty power! Be a part 

of vacation Bible school at McDonald Presbyterian Church during the week of July 26th. It’s an 

adventure that’ll help everyone involved to begin or grow in their relationship with God! 

We’re praying this awesome VBS program will touch children’s hearts and lives with God’s 

power. Help kids in our community discover that 

 God has the power to provide. (Hold on!)  

 God has the power to comfort. (Hold on!)   

 God has the power to heal. (Hold on!)   

 God has the power to forgive. (Hold on!)   

 God has the power to love us forever. (Hold on!)   

As we plan and prepare for Everest, our team would cherish your prayers. Pray that  

God would give us wisdom in planning. Pray for the right staff members to join our team.  

And pray that God would begin working in the hearts of the children who will come to  

Everest! 

Watch for more information about this exciting ministry event! 

MCDONALD COMMUNITY ~ VBS 
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CHURCH HISTORIANS 

While Mike & Marcia are selling pumpkins and mums on the porch at Calvary, wouldn’t it be 
wonderful if one of our members that really knows the history of the sanctuary we worship in 
could give our guests a tour and share their knowledge of the building?  We could advertise and 
just have one tour in the afternoon.  If you are that knowledgeable person and would enjoy shar-
ing, please contact Ed Nalesnick or Molly Maxwell. 

DEACONS FLOWER SALE 

The Deacons will be taking orders for their annual spring flower sale through April 12th.   
There is an order form on page 6.  The flower sale supports many worthwhile Deacon pro-
jects.  The plants are beautiful, healthy and reasonably priced.  The flowers will be delivered 
on Saturday, May 23rd at Calvary Center.  As always, we appreciate your support. 

CRAFTERS ~ VENDORS 

The search is on. So if you know of any crafters or vendors that would like to be a 
part of McFall Fest, please contact Molly Maxwell. 

There also seems to be some interest in the ladies in our congregation having some 
craft time together between now and McFall Fest.  If you would like to share your 
talents and join the fun, please contact Sandi Albertini. 

PINE SPRINGS CAMP 

Our week is July 19 through July 24, 2015, when Pastor Justin  is serving as the 
Volunteer Director for a camp called Adventure Journey.  This camp is open to all 
students who have completed grades 6th - 8th.  Students who have finished grades 3rd- 
5th will attend the Adventure Exploration Camp and students who have completed 
grades 9th - 12th will attend the Adventure Expedition Camp.  If you would like reg-
istration information, please contact Justin or pick a information sheet and  PSC brochure  in the parlor at Calvary. 

SILVER SOULS LUNCHEON ~ THURSDAY, APRIL 23RD  
Mark your calendars for Thursday, April 23rd at 11:30 a.m.  We will be having a Silver Souls luncheon , so plan to 
come and get into the fling of spring! 
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McDonald Presbyterian Church Deacons 

2015 Spring Flower Sale 
Order Deadline:  Sunday, April 12th 

Give orders to any Deacon or place in the Flower Sale Basket in the vestibule. 

Pickup:  Saturday, May 23rd  at 10:00 a.m., Calvary Center 

Name:  ______________________________________   Phone:  ___________________ 

Payment is to be made in advance.  Please make checks payable to McDonald Presbyterian Deacons.  If you would like to place an 
order but cannot pick up your plants at the delivery time, please check here.  _________We will contact you to make other ar-
rangements for pick up.  There are 12 packs per flat, with 36 plants per flat.   

Bedding Plants - $14.00 per Flat   4 ½” Potted Plants - $3.50 each 

Quantity Variety Color   Quantity Variety Color 

  Ageratum Blue     Dracaena Spikes Green 

  Alyssum White     Geraniums Pink 

  Begonias Mixed     Geraniums Red 

  Begonias Pink     Geraniums Salmon 

  Begonias Red     Geraniums White 

  Begonias White     New Guinea Impatiens Assorted 

  Celosia Mixed     Vinca Vine Green/White 

  Coleus Mixed     Wave Petunia Pink 

  Dahlias Mixed     Wave Petunia Purple 

  Dusty Miller Silver         

  Impatiens Mixed         

  Impatiens Pink         

  Impatiens Red         

  Impatiens Salmon         

  Impatiens Violet   10” Hanging Basket - $16.00 per basket 

  Impatiens White   Quantity Variety Color 

  Lobelia Blue     Fuchsias Assorted 

  Marigolds – Dwarf Mixed     Impatiens Assorted 

  Marigolds – Dwarf Orange     Ivy Geraniums Assorted 

  Marigolds – Dwarf Yellow     New Guinea Impatiens Assorted 

  Pansy Mixed     Non-Stop Begonias Assorted 

  Petunias Mixed     Vining Petunias Assorted 

  Petunias Pink         

  Petunias Purple         

  Petunias Red         

  Petunias White         

  Salvias Red   Vegetable Plants - $14.00 per Flat 

  Snapdragons-Dwarf Mixed   Quantity Variety  

  Snapdragons-Dwarf Pink     Peppers–Green Bell (Lady 
Bell) 

  

  Snapdragons-Dwarf White     Tomato – Better Boy   

  Snapdragons-Dwarf Yellow         

  Double Marigolds Orange                     TOTAL DUE   

  Double Marigolds Yellow         



    OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD UPDATE 
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This is the donation schedule we hope to follow – any gift, at any time, is appreciated!!: 

April:    toothpaste 

May:    small toys and small stuffed animals 

June:    flip flops and combs 

July:    hard candy – such as gum and lollipops – NO chocolate, please 

Any questions, please feel free to contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143) 

CHOIR PRACTICE SCHEDULES  
 

Thursday, April 9th   Kids Choir  6:45 p.m. 
     Adult Choir  7:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday, April 16th    Bell Choir  6:00 p.m. 
     Adult Choir  7:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday, April 23rd    Kids Choir  6:45 p.m. 
     Kids/Adult Choir 7:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday, April 30th    Bell Choir  6:00 p.m. 
     Adult Choir  7:30 p.m. 
 

 
 

Fort Cherry Jr./Sr. High Band 
 

Sunday, April 26th Noon-6pm 

Mt. Pleasant Twp. Fire Hall    

Main Street,  Hickory, Pa.  

Dinner includes: Spaghetti, Meatballs, Salad, Rolls/Bread, Dessert and Drink 

(take-out available) 

Cost is $8.00 per adult $5.00 children 10 & under 

Silent Auction & Hanging Baskets from Wagner’s Greenhouse available for purchase.  

We are proudly serving items from Olive Garden, Buca Di Beppo, Texas Roadhouse, Subway, Cellones, and Eat N’ Park 

 



       
       CARELIST 

     Ms. Stacy Bennett   Mr. Clarence Brockman   

     Mrs. Dolores Chambola (Ida Galicic’s sister)  

     Christian Botwright (12 yr. old, neighbor of Lin & Ed Nalesnick) 

     Matthew Frazier (son of Sherry & Jim Frazier) 

     Jake Cool (nephew of Laurain Lacotte)  

     Mrs. Sylvia Cimarrolli  Miss Julie Hanczar 

     Mrs. Kris Hanczar  Mr. Chuck Smith, Sr.   

     Mrs. Jean Tucker   Mrs. Dorothy Vermeulen   

     Mr. Carl Walpusk  Debby Penberthy 

         Margaret Novak 

 

 

 

Assisted Living /Rehabilitation 

Mrs. Connie Walker, Helen Purcell Home, Health Care Unit, 1854 Norwood Boulevard, Zanesville, OH  43701 

Miss Mary Ann Johnen, Presbyterian Senior Care, Southmont, Room 528, 880 South Main Street, Washington, PA 15301  

Mrs. Jo McDowell, Golden Living Center of South Hills, Room 203 D, 201 Village Drive, Canonsburg, PA  15317 

Mrs. Hilda Balog, Molinaro Manor, 100 Rose Court, Oakdale, PA 15071 (724)693-8325 

Mrs. Bea Cerezo, Country Meadows of South Hills, #4, 3570 Washington Pike, Room 414, Bridgeville, PA  15017   

Mrs. Dorothy Roths, Golden Living Center of South Hills, 201 Village Dr., Room 308,Canonsburg, PA 15317 (412)344-9860 

Mrs. Dorothy Laughlin, Molinaro Manor, 100 Rose Court Oakdale, PA 15071 (724)693-8325 

Mr. John Walker, Paulin Personal Care Home, 119 W. Lincoln Ave, McDonald, PA 15057   

Miss. Rosemarie Rocher, Country Meadows of South Hills, 3570 Washington Pike, Bldg#4,Room 473A, Bridgeville, PA15017
(412)206-7096 

Mr. Larry Doak, H John Heinz III Progressive Center, First floor, South Hall, 1010 Delafield Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15215 
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MCDONALD FOOD BANK 

The suggested item for April is canned fruit.  All contributions are welcomed.  Please drop off your 
donation in the parlor of Calvary Center.  Please see Ed Nalesnick, if you have any questions. 



APRIL 

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES 
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Children’s Church  Adult Volunteer  
April 5th   None Needed 
April 12th   Adriane Ware 
April 19th   Volunteer Needed 
April 26th    Kate Foriska 
 
Nursery   Youth Volunteer    
April 5th   Volunteer Needed 
April 12th   Sam Unruh 
April 19th   Abby Weiler 
April 26th    Volunteer Needed 
 
Hospitality 
April 5th   Mike Patishnock 
April 12th   Katie McDowell 
April 19th   Peggy Samarin 
April 26th    Deacons 
 
Small Talk        
April 5th   Rev. Justin Amsler 
April 12th   Volunteer Needed 
April 19th   Sarah Amsler 
April 26th    Syndria Lowe 
 
Greeters 
April 5th   Slack Family 
April 12th   Dorothy Penberthy 
April 19th   Kathy & Ray Morgan 
April 26th    Shirley & Ed Esposito 
 
Acolytes 
April 5th   Jake Weiler & Luke Gladden 
April 12th   DJ Slovick & Samantha Berthold 
April 19th   Evan Tidd & Noelle Bair 
April 26th    Hailey Bair & Sydney Bair 
 
Lay Leaders 
April 5th   Jim McDowell 
April 12th   Molly Maxwell 
April 19th   John Casey 
April 26th    Peggy Samarin 
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    Lin & Ed Nalesnick   4/3     

    Sylvia & Gene Cimmarolli  4/7   

           Karen & Dennis Cooper   4/17   

    Lana & Ed Gilbert   4/18 

    Patty & John Sember   4/23 

    Molly & Tom Maxwell   4/27 

    Donna & Robert Toward  4/27 

    Melanie & George Russi   4/29 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 
  Mike Nemec  4/3   Mary Ann Crowe 4/16 

  Dorothy Penberthy 4/5   Jim Brockman  4/22 

  Sarah Amsler  4/6   Ed Supinski  4/22 

  Lila Mae Turk  4/6   Mike Patishnock  4/24 

  Scott Weiler  4/10   Catlin Thomas  4/24 

  Mary Ann Johnen 4/12   Tina Kocian  4/25 

  Katie Nemec  4/12   Donna Klimas  4/26 

  Hanna Oliveira   4/12   Nancy Longstreth 4/26 

  Shannon McGinnis 4/13   Brian Eger  4/27 

  Chris Esposito  4/14   Peggy Samarin  4/27 

  Alice Todorowski 4/14   Jake Weiler  4/28 

  Middy Ecker  4/15   Adam Unruh  4/30 

  Aaron Eyler  4/15 

  Linda Schmidt  4/15    

  Emma Ware  4/15 
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Choir Director 

Syndria Lowe 

Organist 

Donna Klimas 

MYM Ministry Leaders 

Richelle Damico 

Jonathan Damico 

Jim McDowell 

Custodial Staff 

Pat Powell—Supervisor 

Paul Winters 

Dana Myers 

Church Secretary 

Karen Richard 

karen@mcdonaldpres.org 

724/926-8561 

724/926-8602(fax) 

 

Office Hours 

Monday—Friday 

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

HAITI MISSION TRIP 

McDonald Presbyterian Church has a 
long standing relationship with our 
partners in Haiti who operate Hear-
tline Ministries.  While our relation-
ship with Heartline extends back 
over 20 years, we first traveled to 
Haiti as a church in 2011.  Everyone 
who participated had an outstanding 
experience learning about the cul-

ture, worshiping God and serving with Heartline.  Our project in 2011 was to con-
struct a ceiling in a new building, that would be the school for the missionary children 
of the Heartline families.  In addition, we had devotions every morning, toured the 
various ministries at different locations, and spent time traveling through and learning 
about the city of Port-au-Prince.     

Several years have now passed and there has been a great response since we an-
nounced that we would again travel to Haiti again in 2015.  We have at least 8 travel-
ers at this point and have set the dates for October 24-30, 2015.  This will be an 
amazing time of active discipleship and an opportunity to learn about and serve the 
people of Haiti.  We have mission funds available to help us make the trip and we 
would love to see our numbers increase over the next month or two.  If you are at all 
interested, please pray about joining us and talk to Pastor Justin or Syndria Lowe.  
This could be one of the most profound spiritual experiences of your life.  


